Date: November 27, 2007

Subject Proposed revisions to the Minor in Communications
From: Mike Vasey
Subcommittee C initially considered the proposal for the revisions to the Minor in Communications on October 30, 2007.  Clarifications to the proposal were sought leading to the revised proposal which was considered on November 20, 2007.  After a thorough discussion, the subcommittee was very favorably impressed by the proposed new minors and voted unanimously to approve the proposed revisions with one straightforward contingency: that Communications would submit the course changes necessary to open the courses in the minors to non-majors.  It is our understanding that Communications has arranged for a blanket course change to accomplish this and thus has met this contingency.
The proposed revision to the Communications minor adds three specialized minors to the current minor, which is designed to offer an overview of the field as a whole.  The three new specialized minors focus on specific aspects of the field: Communication Technology, Organizational Communication, and Media and Society.  Each of these new minors is described below.
1. Communication Technology Minor

The minor in Communication Technology is intended to provide students with a basic understanding of communications technology and its impact on society.  The minor is designed to include an introduction to basic skills for designing websites and other interactive media.  The minor requires completion of one foundational course (Communications 240: Introduction to Communication Technology – 5 credit hours) and at least three additional courses (for a minimum of 15 credits hours) chosen from among ten alternatives ranging from the 300-level to the 600-level.  Students are strongly encouraged to complete the foundational course before enrolling in the electives.
2. Organization Communication Minor
The minor in Organizational Communication is intended to provide students with an understanding of how organizations communicate with internal and external constituencies.  The minor requires completion of one foundational course (Communications 325: Introduction to Organizational Communications – 5 credit hours) and at least three additional courses (for a minimum of 15 credit hours) chosen from among seven alternatives ranging from the 300-level to the 600-level.  Students are strongly encouraged to complete the foundational course before enrolling in the electives.

3. Media and Society Minor

The minor in Media and Society is intended to provide students with an understanding of the impact of media on everyday life.  The minor requires completion of one foundational course (Communications 642: Mass Communications and Society – 5 credit hours) and at least three additional courses (for a minimum of 15 credit hours) chosen from among seven alternatives ranging from the 500-level to the 600-level.  Students are strongly encouraged to complete the foundational course before enrolling in the electives.

The principal foci for questions and discussion were:

1. The appropriateness of the focus areas. 

2. The need to change the pre-requisites for the courses in the minors to enable non-majors to enroll.  Many of the courses listed on these minors are currently open only to Communications majors.

